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NOTIFICATION OF EMERGENCY MEASURES

Addendum

The following communication, received on 4 September 2025, is being circulated at the request of 
the Delegation of Australia.

_______________

Emergency measures for tomato and capsicum seeds

As notified in G/SPS/N/AUS/469, the Australian Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry has 
implemented emergency measures for tomato (Solanum lycopersicum) and capsicum 
(Capsicum annuum species complex) seeds. These measures have been in place since 2019.

This addendum is to notify trading partners that we have reviewed Australia's import conditions for 
tomato and capsicum seed disease testing. This review focused on evaluating seed testing protocols 
for Tomato brown rugose fruit virus (ToBRFV) and Tomato mottle mosaic virus (ToMMV), as well as 
the authorisation process for laboratories conducting these tests.

As a result of this review, we are updating Australia's emergency measures for tomato and capsicum 
seeds. We will be introducing two key changes, which include:
1. Establishing a list of authorised laboratories registered to test tomato and capsicum seed;
2. Updating the approved testing protocols and the interpretation of their results to improve 

consistency and assurance in detecting ToBRFV and ToMMV.

The new import conditions will commence on 12 November 2025. A list of authorised laboratories will 
be published on 1 October 2025 to enable importers to begin transitioning to the new arrangements.

During the transition period (1 October 2025 – 11 November 2025), we will continue to accept seed 
lots that have already been tested for ToBRFV and ToMMV under Australia's existing import conditions. 
Consignments that arrive on or after 12 November 2025 that do not meet the new requirements will 
be offered onshore testing at an approved laboratory in Australia (at the importer's expense), 
exported or disposed.

For further detail on these changes, see:
• Pathogen testing requirements for tomato and capsicum seeds webpage
• Emergency measures for tomato and capsicum seed

When published, the revised import conditions will be made available in the Biosecurity Import 
Conditions system (BICON): https://bicon.agriculture.gov.au/BiconWeb4.0/

Information sessions

We are holding two online information sessions to provide further information on the upcoming 
changes. One session will be scheduled later in the day to accommodate international stakeholders.

• When:
o Session 1: 10.30am Australian Eastern Standard Time, 16 September 2025
o Session 2: 4.30pm Australian Eastern Standard Time, 16 September 2025

• Where: Online via Microsoft Teams Live Event
• Registration: This is a free event. Please register via our Humanitix webpage by selecting 

the 'Get Tickets' button

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=251846&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=0&FullTextHash=&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/import/goods/plant-products/seeds-for-sowing/pathogen-testing-req-tomato-capsicum
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/import/goods/plant-products/seeds-for-sowing/emergency-measures-tomato-and-capsicum-seed
https://bicon.agriculture.gov.au/BiconWeb4.0/
https://events.humanitix.com/information-session-new-testing-requirements-for-imported-tomato-and-capsicum-seeds
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This addendum concerns a:

[ ] Modification of final date for comments
[ ] Modification of content and/or scope of previously notified regulation
[ ] Withdrawal of regulation
[ ] Change in period of application of measure
[X] Other: Changes to existing emergency measures

Agency or authority designated to handle comments: [X] National Notification Authority, 
[X] National Enquiry Point. Address, fax number and e-mail address (if available) of other 
body:

Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
GPO Box 858
Canberra ACT 2601
Tel: +(61) 2 6272 3933
E-mail: sps.contact@aff.gov.au
Website: http://www.agriculture.gov.au

Text(s) available from: [X] National Notification Authority, [X] National Enquiry Point. 
Address, fax number and e-mail address (if available) of other body:

Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
GPO Box 858
Canberra ACT 2601
Tel: +(61) 2 6272 3933
E-mail: sps.contact@aff.gov.au
Website: http://www.agriculture.gov.au

__________
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