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1. Notifying Member: TURKIYE

If applicable, name of local government involved:

2. Agency responsible: Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry/General Directorate of Food and
Control
3. Products covered (provide tariff item number(s) as specified in national

schedules deposited with the WTO; ICS numbers should be provided in addition,
where applicable): All foods of animal origin

4. Regions or countries likely to be affected, to the extent relevant or practicable:
[X] All trading partners
[1] Specific regions or countries:

5. Title of the notified document: Regulation on Specific Hygiene Rules for Food of Animal
Origin. Language(s): Turkish. Number of pages: 70

https://www.tarimorman.gov.tr/GKGM/Duyuru/587/Mevzuat-Taslagi-Hayvansal-Gidalar-
Icin-Ozel-Hijyen-Kurallari-Yonetmeligi
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2024/SPS/TUR/24 06217 00 x.pdf

6. Description of content: This Regulation covers the procedures and principles related to
the self-checks conducted by food business operators, as well as the specific hygiene
requirements and the responsibilities of food business operators producing unprocessed
and processed food of animal origin. This Regulation does not apply to food containing
both products of plant origin and processed products of animal origin. However, processed
products of animal origin used to prepare such food shall be obtained and handled in
accordance with the requirements stated in this Regulation. The Regulation repeals the
Specific Hygiene Rules for Foods of Animal Origin, which was published in the Official
Gazette dated 27 December 2011 and numbered 28155.

The main amendments include following issues:

e The requirement to apply a special health mark has been abolished;

e The collagen and gelatine production process, for gelatine and collagen are regulated;

e Specific hygiene requirements have been established for some highly refined products
(such as chondroitin sulphate, hyaluronic acid, other hydrolysed cartilage products,
chitosan, glucosamine, rennet, amino acids permitted as food additives);

e Regulations have been made regarding special requirements for echinoderms by
excluding the classified production areas of echinoderms that do not filter feed from
the relevant provisions;

e An exemption from the obligation to cool carcasses to 7 °C in the slaughterhouse
before transport has been provided and additional rules have been introduced
regarding the conditions of this exemption;

e Young cattle and young sheep for rennet production without cleaning after emptying
their rumen has been introduced, and transporting the feet and heads from the
slaughterhouse to an approved facility without skinning or boiling to remove hair to be
converted into food has been introduced;
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e Regulations and slaughter rules have been introduced regarding the number of
animals slaughtered on the farm;

e Rules have been determined for retail food business operators to be able to freeze
meat for food donation purposes in accordance with the specified conditions;

e The bodies of hunted wild game animals must be transported to a collection centre
before being transported to a game processing facility, and special hygiene rules have
been introduced for the procedures at collection centres;

e The intermediary operator definition has been made and rules have been regulated
regarding the model of the shipping document for the movement of live bivalve
molluscs between enterprises and the application that batches of bivalve molluscs can
also be sent to intermediate operators;

e Health standards for live bivalve molluscs have been regulated;

e Sale of farm-slaughtered poultry to the end consumer or local retailer;

¢ An amendment was made to increase the delivery time of eggs to the end consumer
from 21 days to 28 days;

e Fat derivatives and sweeteners obtained from products of animal origin have been
added to the list as highly refined products and certain special hygiene rules have been
regulated;

e The infrastructure and imaging systems required to digitally track slaughtered animals
have been added to the requirements section for slaughterhouses.

This Regulation has been prepared for the compliance with the EU legislation
(853/2004/EC).

7. Objective and rationale: [X] food safety, [ ] animal health, [ ] plant protection, [ ]
protect humans from animal/plant pest or disease, [ ] protect territory from
other damage from pests.

8. Is there a relevant international standard? If so, identify the standard:

[X] Codex Alimentarius Commission (e.g. title or serial number of Codex
standard or related text): General Principles of Food Hygiene CXC 1-1969

[1] World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) (e.g. Terrestrial or Aquatic
Animal Health Code, chapter number):

[1] International Plant Protection Convention (e.g. ISPM number):

[] None

Does this proposed regulation conform to the relevant international standard?

[X] Yes []No

If no, describe, whenever possible, how and why it deviates from the

international standard:

9. Other relevant documents and language(s) in which these are available:

— Veterinary services, plant health, food and feed law No. 5996 (G/SPS/N/TUR/9)
— Regulation No 853/2004/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the
Regulation on Special Hygiene Rules for Foods of Animal Origin

10. Proposed date of adoption (dd/mm/yy): 3 February 2025
Proposed date of publication (dd/mm/yy): 3 February 2025

11. Proposed date of entry into force: [ ] Six months from date of publication, and/or

(dd/mm/yy):

(a) Subparagraph (c) of the first paragraph of Article 60, the third paragraph of Article 61
and the fourth paragraph of Article 90 of this Regulation on 31 December 2028;
(b) Other articles on the date of its publication shall enter into force.

[1] Trade facilitating measure
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12,

Final date for comments: [X] Sixty days from the date of circulation of the
notification and/or (dd/mm/yy): 22 November 2024

Agency or authority designated to handle comments: [X] National Notification
Authority, [ X] National Enquiry Point. Address, fax number and e-mail address (if
available) of other body:

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

General Directorate of Food and Control

Universiteler Mahallesi Dumlupinar Bulvari

Eskisehir Yolu 9. Km. No: 161 06800 Lodumlu Mevkii Cankaya - Ankara - Turkiye
Tel: +(90) 312 258 77 54

Fax: +(90) 312 258 77 60/258 77 89

E-mail: sps@tarimorman.gov.tr

Website: http://www.tarimorman.gov.tr

13.

Text(s) available from: [X] National Notification Authority, [X] National Enquiry
Point. Address, fax number and e-mail address (if available) of other body:

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

General Directorate of Food and Control

Universiteler Mahallesi Dumlupinar Bulvari

Eskisehir Yolu 9. Km. No: 161 06800 Lodumlu Mevkii Cankaya - Ankara - Tlrkiye
Tel: +(90) 312 258 77 54

Fax:+(90) 312 258 77 60/258 77 89

E-mail: sps@tarimorman.gov.tr

Website: http://www.tarimorman.gov.tr
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